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Happy to Help!
If you are interested in any items mentioned in the
newsletter, want a confidential word, or have views that
you would like to express, please contact any of the
church trustees.
The trustees in alphabetic order are:
Joan
Fiona
Margaret
Vanessa
Juliana
Monty
Steve
Kwaku
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10th Nov -5th April.,

Glass door Nightshelter
(see item)

Wed 4th Mar –
Wed 25th Mar.,10.30am

Lent Bible Study (see item)
at Rivercourt

Thur 5th Mar –
Thur 26th Mar.,7.30pm

Lent Bible Study (see item)
at Rivercourt

Sun 8th Mar., 12.30pm

Rivercourt congregation’s discussion
on the Marriage and Relationship
Report (see item)

Sun 15th Mar., 2.15pm

Circuit discussion about the Marriage
and Relationship Report at Fulham
Church (see item)

Thur 9th April –
Sun 12th April

Tongan Fellowship Easter
Camp (details to follow)

Thur 9th April., 10pm

Maundy Thursday service with Holy
Communion

Fri 10th April.,

Good Friday walk of witness (details to
follow)

Fri 10th April., 7pm

Passion Play (details to follow)

Sat 11th April., 2pm -4pm

Messy Church at Rivercourt (See item)

Sun 12th April., 12.30pm

Rivercourt & Tongan Fellowship United
Service, followed by Lunch

The 2019 Glass Door Night Shelter season commenced at
Rivercourt on Sunday 10th November.
Please contribute towards helping this worthy charity with
the invaluable work they do. See below the various ways
you can help:
Cooking
Could you come in at 6pm
and cook for our guests
using a recipe that will be
provided?

Setting up
Could you arrive at 7pm
Set up table and chairs
and chat to our guests?

Serving
Could you arrive between
6.30pm & 7pm. Heat up the
food, serve and wash up?

Praying
Could you undertake to
pray for our guests and
the work of the
nightshelter at least once
a week?

Giving
Could you give money,
toiletries, clothes, and food
for the work of the
nighshelter?

If you could do any
of these things
please see Steve

Lent Bible Study at Rivercourt

Theme: Journey with Jesus through the desert
Study 1:
Start:
Venue:

Wednesday Morning 10.30am –11.30am
Wednesday 4th – 25th March
Rivercourt Methodist Church

Study 2:
Start:
Venue:

Thursday Evening 7.30pm – 8.30pm
Thursday 5th – 26th March 2020
Rivercourt Methodist Church

Rivercourt
Methodist Church
invites you to
Come & join us the
Holy Saturday
11th April 2020
2 – 4pm

IT INVOLVES

For more information please contact Revd
Singa Vunipola on 07808807457 or email me at
singa.vunipola@gmail.com

Circuit Discussion:

Circuit Discussion:
Marriage & Relationships Report
Chelsea, Hammersmith & Fulham Circuit

Sunday 15th March 2020
Light lunch from 13:00 pm
Discussion 14:15pm – 15:45pm
Led by Rachel Lampard, Vice President of the
Methodist Conference 2016 -17 and current
Team Leader of the Joint Public Issues Team
Venue: Fulham Broadway Methodist Church
452 Fulham Road London SW6 1BY
Please use this Eventbrite link to register for the
event
https://marriagerelationships.eventbrite.co.uk

“GOD IN LOVE UNITES US”
The Report of the Marriage
and Relationships Task Group 2019
The 2016 Methodist Conference set up a Marriage and
Relationship Task Group to revisit and consider the definition of
marriage and to prepare a new Statement of the judgement of the
Conference on marriage and relationships. The 2018 Conference
directed that, instead of statement, the Task Group should bring a
report on these matters which could include any proposed
changes to Standing Orders were the definition of marriage to
change.
The paper written by Monty attempts to summarise the report
produced by the Task Group and to set out the changes which the
report has recommended that the Methodist people should ask
Conference to accept and implement.
What is the rationale for recommending change to current
Methodist theology and policy?
The report states that “We all live with a huge variety of
relationships in our world. Within our circles of friends, family and
acquaintances most of us will have at least some experience of
conventional two-parent families, single parent families,
cohabitating couples, single people, divorced and re-married,
same sex partnerships and others”. The report states that “the
Methodist Church must engage with the reality of how people are
living today”.
In particular the report explores the question of whether same-sex
couples may be married in Church, given that the Conference has
already decided that any member, lay or ordained, may enter into
a same-sex civil partnership or state marriage.
See the newsletter insert for Monty’s full paper.

“GOD IN LOVE UNITES US”
OBSERVATIONS ON SAME-SEX
MARRIAGE
Introduction
I have written a paper which is a summary of the Report produced
by the Task Group established by the Methodist Conference to
consider whether or not the Church should change its policy – and
thereby its’ Theology – on what constitutes a Christian Marriage,
with particular reference to the question of same-sex marriages
being celebrated in Methodist Churches. When writing that
summary I tried, deliberately, to be neutral in how I presented the
arguments that have been put forward by the Task Group to arrive
at their recommendation that the Methodist Church should agree
to celebrate same-sex marriage as a Christian Marriage. I
attempted to be neutral because I fully recognise that we probably
will have different views as a church body both at Rivercourt and
also across the Circuit.
Whatever our individual views may be, this issue is the subject of
great concern and worry to many within the Methodist body and
whichever way the decision goes, will cause a great deal of pain to
many, to the extent that some Ministers have already indicated
that they may have to leave if they are required to act against their
conscience. Over the last few months I have been asked by a
number of members in 3 of our churches to share my own feelings
and observations about this issue, these members saying that they
asked me because I am the longest serving Preacher in the
Circuit, certainly the oldest! Accordingly, I offer the following, not in
an attempt to persuade anyone to my view, but simply because I
have been asked to do so and I believe it to be my duty as one of
your worship leaders to respond to that request.

From my understanding of the Report, there are 3
main arguments presented to us in favour of samesex marriage.
1. Society has moved on and if the Church is to remain
relevant, we have to move with it.
Throughout the history of the Christian Church and the 250 years
or so of the life of the Methodist Church, we have often been “out
of step” with the norms, beliefs and values of ‘Society’ at large.
The Church has an honourable history of challenging ‘Society’
when it has believed that the beliefs and values held by ‘Society’
were wrong. Wesley was a strong opponent of the slave trade
when much of ‘Society’, including some Christian denominations
and their leaders, considered it to be quite acceptable. In more
recent history, the Methodist Church was involved in the fight
against the death penalty at a time when the majority of ‘Society’
believed it was perfectly okay for the state to execute people.
St. Paul said that “we are to be in the world, but not of it.” I do not
believe that this means we are to stand apart from the world and
not engage with it. Far from it, I believe that we are called to
engage fully with it and that engagement, for me, includes
challenging it when we believe that it is moving in the wrong
direction. ‘Society’ could move in all sorts of ways that we would
find to be contrary to our Christian convictions. I am not willing to
sacrifice my beliefs on the altar of political correctness just for the
sake of appearing to be ‘relevant’.
For me, I need a far stronger theological argument than
“following the norms of ‘Society’” as a reason to change my
deeply held convictions based on the Gospel of Christ.
2. Jesus did not specifically criticise same-sex relationships,
so they are okay.
This is true. Indeed, as the authors of the Report point out, Jesus
said little about sexual behaviour overall, and when he did, it was
usually about the way the Jewish laws on marriage and divorce
disadvantaged women in his community. But I find the argument
that just because Jesus did not specifically comment negatively on

something that means that it is okay to engage in it, to
be an argument that doesn’t stand up to scrutiny. There
are literally countless subjects and things that Jesus did
not comment upon, either because the issue did not arise during
his earthly ministry, or the subject in question didn’t exist when he
walked upon the earth among us.
For example, nuclear weapons didn’t exist at the time of Christ,
but if they had, do we think that he would have approved of their
use? There was no social media in His time, but do we believe
that he would have remained silent when people use it to post
abusive images of others that cause embarrassment; pain; and
even worse to the victims?
I believe that we need to consider the whole context of Christ’s
ministry and what Jesus did make clear, and said, on more than
one occasion was that he had “not come to change one iota of the
law, but to fulfil it”. His Gospel was the culmination of all that had
gone before him, including the teaching contained in the Old
Testament, and I believe that we need to address this issue in the
light of that and in the light of the Theology that has been built up
over the life of the Christian church.
The argument that same-sex marriage in a Christian context
is okay because Jesus didn’t say anything against it, is
simply not compelling enough for me to give it my support.
3. The church should embrace inclusivity and should
recognise that, in the past, many have felt excluded and
marginalised by their sexuality.
The Methodist Church, I believe, has now recognised that in the
past there was discrimination within the Church against some
people which prevented them from being fully accepted either
directly, or more frequently indirectly, because of their sexual
orientation. The Church has also recognised that in the past this
has caused great pain and feelings of rejection and unacceptance
among gay and lesbian members and made them feeling
marginalised.
I believe that the Church has fully addressed this historical
injustice. There is total acceptance of gay and lesbian Ministers

and of their relationships and there is total acceptance
of gay and lesbian lay church members, office holders
and worship leaders. The Task Group’s report speaks at
length about this and about how the Church now values equally
the contribution of all its members.
However, there is for me a huge leap from recognising and
accepting differences in sexuality and moving to changing the
theology of what constitutes ‘marriage’ in a Christian context. I
believe that for many Methodists ‘marriage’ is still the union of a
man and a woman. Although the Report talks at great length about
the historical pain and feelings of marginalisation that has been felt
by those who are gay or lesbian, it is totally silent on the issue of
the great unhappiness and pain that will be felt by many of us who
do not support this recommendation. I am deeply fearful that those
of us who hold to our current theology will be branded as
‘regressive’, ‘discriminatory’, ‘inflexible’, ‘traditional’, or ‘unwilling to
change’ and that we will be the ones who will find ourselves
excluded from, or marginalised in, our Church.
I strongly support the desire that we should be an inclusive
and welcoming Church to all who wish to be a member of it.
However, I do not believe that this desire is a reason to
change our current theology on the understanding of what
constitutes a Christian Marriage and I cannot support it.
Monty. February 2020

Muriel turns 99 years young
Some of you will remember our beloved church member,
Muriel
. Muriel attended Rivercourt for many, years and was very
involved in the Church. She was a Sunday school teacher,
an always willing stand in piano player amongst other
duties in the Church.
Due to fragility and living relocation, Muriel sadly hasn’t
been to Rivercourt for several years. However, she is still
very dear to us and we continue to celebrate her life.
On Tuesday 11th February 2020, Muriel celebrated her 99th
birthday among friends. Betty and James attended the
celebrations and shared the below pictures.
Happy birthday Muriel, we wish you good health, happiness
and peace.

Thank you’s:
All those volunteering for
the Nightshelter. Without
your time we would not
be able to do the work
we do.
Juliana
Monty Grigg for taking
the time to summarise
the report of the Marriage
and Relationship task
group.
Juliana

Please
pray for:
and her family as they
mourn the passing of
their beloved mother.
Aunty Patience who is no
longer able to come to
Church. We miss her
dearly.
Mrs Thomas who is away
from home in a nursing
home.
The Methodist Church as
we come together to
make such a massive
decision on the Churches
policy/theology.

Our prayers are with you
all

Poets Corner
I saw the rising sun aglow,
I heard the morning lark
I saw the darkness westward go,
I heard a late fox bark.
I watched old Mother Nature dress and fling
her windows wide,
Then she unlocked the morning gates and
beckoned me inside,
Inside the gate I stood awhile and learned
upon the gate
And wondered why this world should be so
full of greed and hate
Whilst here where I was standing there was
peace enough for all,
And I wished that I had booked my fellow
men early call;
But why not meet me here tomorrow
Just inside morning’s gate
And discover for yourself a peace that God
himself creates?
It’s an open invitation that comes from
heaven above
To walk in paths of peace, within a world of
love.
Written by: Patience Strong
Submitted by Margaret

Buying Fairtrade ensures that farmers are paid a minimum
Fairtrade price for their goods as well as an additional
Fairtrade premium. This is especially important at the
moment when the price of coffee is lower than the cost of
production. By purchasing Fairtrade goods, farmers are
supported to improve production techniques, invest in their
communities and plan for the future. Choose Fairtrade and
be part of changing the story for farmers.
Coffee Direct is enjoyed after our Sunday service.
Submitted by Margaret

A message from the editor
This Easter time let us take the time to reflect on what Jesus
has done for us in our lives. He died so we may live, so how
are you living your best life. Let me know and I’ll include it in
next months newsletter.
• via email to office@rivercourt.org.uk include the word
newsletter in the subject.
• by speaking directly to me following a Sunday service
The deadline for the April edition is Sunday 29th March.

Kindest regards
Juliana

Services in the coming
period
Sunday 01st March., 11.00am Preacher: Mr Lola Fatogun
Team on duty: Betty’s team
Sunday 8th March, 11.00am Holy Communion Service
Preacher: Revd Singa
Vunipola
Team on duty: Juliana’s team
Sunday 15th March., 11.00am Preacher: Mr Monty Grigg
Team on duty: Fiona’s team
Sunday 22nd March., 11.00am Mothering Sunday;
Preacher: Revd Singa
Vunipola
Team on duty: Steve’s team
Sunday 29th March., 11.00am Preacher: Mark Davenport
Team on duty: Betty’s team
Sunday 5th April., 11.00am

Preacher: Palm Sunday; Mr
Monty Grigg

Team on duty: Juliana’s team

